A time-temperature plot presenting the inactivation of Ascaris eggs is expanded with additional literature data. The information is of value to designers and operators of sanitation equipment who have Ascaris inactivation as an objective.
a narrow gap between a double cylinder with a stationary outer shell and a rotating inner cylinder (Belcher et al. ) . The resulting shear field generates heat by molecular friction and inactivates Ascaris sp. eggs in faecal sludge (Podichetty et al. ) . A key design variable of VH is the faecal sludge residence time at a specific operating temperature. Defining an effluent target temperature is an outcome of this communication. Previous studies, using both simulated and screened (sieved to remove debris) VIP (ventilated improved pit) latrine sludge, indicate that elevated temperatures (up to 95 C at atmospheric pressure) are achieved at low VH residence time (seconds) while deactivating helminth eggs (Belcher et al. ) . Ensuring
Ascaris is deactivated within this brief time is essential, and recent work (Naidoo ) defines high-temperature, low-exposure-time inactivation of Ascaris. 
SUMMARY OF THE EXISTING STUDY

COMPARISON WITH LITERATURE DATA
The time versus temperature plot of Thomas et al. () presents comparative Ascaris inactivation data. An 
CONCLUSION
Based on data from the current study, 4-5 seconds of exposure at 80 C appears sufficient to inactivate Ascaris eggs. At 75 C and 70 C treatment may also be effective, but exposure time should be increased to achieve the same level of inactivation.
